
 

 

Following a severe natural disaster or crisis, donors want to respond to communities in devastation. During 

this time, international humanitarian relief agencies tend to focus on immediate relief, however, the long 

term recovery for these communities is just as important. This factsheet outlines information on disaster 

giving and provides advice for donors thinking of donating to disaster appeals. 

 
(Source: Centre for Disaster Philanthropy; Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters)  

INTRODUCTION 

Af t er  ever y d isast er , a co n sid erab le n um b er  o f  

Aust ralian  Co m m un it ies Fo un d at io n  (ACF) sub -f un d s 

g ive t o  a var iet y o f  in t ern at io n al aid  o rgan isat io n s. 

Ho w ever , everyo n e h as t h e sam e q uest io n s w h en  it  

co m es t o  d isast er  g ivin g:   

 Th ere are so  m an y o rgan isat io n s w o rkin g in  t h is 

f ield , w h ich  o rgan isat io n  sh o uld  I d o n at e t o ?  

 Wh ere w ill m y d o n at io n  h ave t h e b iggest  im p act ?  

 Ho w  d o  I m ake sure it  w ill reach  t h e co m m un it y 

in  n eed ?  

Man y d o n o rs f eel a sen se o f  urgen cy o r  a n eed  t o  

co m m it  f un d s st raigh t  aw ay, h o w ever , exp er ien ce 

t ells us t o  t ake a m o re n uan ced  ap p ro ach .   

 
DATA ON DISASTERS   

Th e Cen t er  f o r  Research  o n  Ep id em io lo gy o f  Disast ers 

(CRED) f o cuses o n  h um an it ar ian  an d  em ergen cy 

sit uat io n s w it h  m ajo r  im p act s o n  h um an  h ealt h . Th is 

in clud es all t yp es o f  n at ural d isast er s such  as 

ear t h q uakes, f lo o d s, w in d st o rm s, f am in es an d  

d ro ugh t s; an d  m an -m ad e d isast ers creat in g m ass 

d isp lacem en t  o f  p eo p le f ro m  civil st r if e an d  

co n f lict s. 

  

CRED d o es ext en sive research  an d  o n e o f  t h eir  co re 

d at a p ro d uct s is t h e EM-DAT d isast er  d at ab ase 

lo cat ed  at : w w w .em d at .b e. Th e m ain  o b ject ive o f  t h e 

d at ab ase is t o  ser ve t h e p urp o ses o f  h um an it ar ian  

act io n  at  n at io n al an d  in t ern at io n al levels. Th e 

d at ab ase co n t ain s essen t ial co re d at a o n  t h e 

o ccur ren ce an d  ef f ect s o f  o ver  18,000 m ass d isast ers 

in  t h e w o r ld  f ro m  1900 t o  p resen t . 

 
Co m m un icat io n  ab o ut  d isast ers o f t en  t akes t w o  

ext rem es. New s crew s rep o r t  ab o u t  d ram at ic im p act , 

h o w ever , i t 's o n ly w h en  t elevisio n  crew s h ave p acked  

up , t h at  act u al st at ist ics an d  t h e ext en t  o f  

d evast at io n  b eco m e kn o w n . It 's t h ese st at ist ics t h at  

n eed  t o  b e co n sid ered  b ef o re g ivin g , as t h ey t e ll t h e 

t rue st o r y o f  w h at ’s n eed ed .   

Th e Cen t re f o r  Disast er  Ph ilan t h ro p y (CDP) h as a 

co llect io n  o f  usef u l in f o grap h ics o n  t h eir  w eb sit e. 

Th ese are a usef u l reso urce f o r  visualisin g t h e 

ext rem es o f  d isast er s.  

See: w w w .d isast erp h ilan t h ro p y.o rg  

If  yo u are in t erest ed  in  m o re in f o rm at io n  an d  

research  ab o u t  p h ilan t h ro p y an d  d isast er  g ivin g, 

Issuelab h as a co llect io n  o f  research  o n  t h eir  w eb sit e. 

See w w w .issuelab .o rg .  

 
SOME THINGS TO CONSIDER 

No t  t o o  lo n g ago , t h e Fo un d at io n  Cen t er  an d  Cen t re 

f o r  Disast er  Ph ilan t h ro p y p ub lish ed  "Measuring the 

State of Disaster Philanthropy 2014: Data to Drive Decisions". 

Alt h o ugh  it 's ab o ut  f un d in g d isast ers b y US 

f o un d at io n s, it  g ives so m e in t erest in g gen eral 

in sigh t s ab o ut  d isast er  g ivin g, such  as:  

 "Givin g is o f t en  in f luen ced  b y m ed ia co verage, 

w h ich  t en d s t o  f o cus o n  acut e an d  t elegen ic 



 

 

 

d isast ers. Co m p lex h um an it ar ian  em ergen cies, 

f am in es, an d  o t h er  d isast er s t h at  are co n sid ered  

‘‘slo w -o n set ’’ t en d  t o  receive less m ed ia at t en t io n  

an d  less f un d in g . 

 Lesso n s learn ed  f ro m  p ast  d isast er s h igh ligh t  t h e 

n eed  f o r  f un d in g b eyo n d  im m ed iat e relief . 

Build in g co m m un it y resilien cy an d  p rep ared n ess 

can  co n t r ib ut e sub st an t ially t o  m it igat in g t h e 

im p act  o f  d isast er s. In  ad d it io n , lo n g -t erm  

reco ver y an d  reco n st ru ct io n  ef f o r t s are cru cial, 

p ar t icu lar ly af t er  m ed ia at t en t io n  an d  relief  

f un d in g h ave d w in d led ." 

Th e CDP ad vises t h e f o llo w in g st ep s f o r  t h o se w h o  

w an t  t o  m ake a d if f eren ce, in  t h e even t  o f  a d isast er :  

1. Watch. Th e d isast er  o ccu rs o n  d at e X. Bef o re 

co n sid er in g a f un d in g o p t io n , w ait  t w o  w eeks. 

Mayb e even  f o ur . Use t h at  t im e f o r  t h e 

m agn it ud e o f  t h e d isast er  t o  t ru ly un f o ld . It  

w o n ’t  b e lo n g b ef o re a m o re co m p let e p ict u re 

em erges o f  lives lo st , in f rast ru ct ure d am aged , 

in d ivid uals af f ect ed , an d  un m et  im m ed iat e 

resp o n se n eed s t o  b e d et erm in ed . 

2. Learn. Take t h at  t im e t o  un d er st an d  h o w  t h e 

n eed s asso ciat ed  w it h  t h is d isast er  are 

un f o ld in g b y read in g m ed ia acco un t s o f  t h e 

d isast er , resp o n d in g agen cy rep o r t s, UN an d  

USAID up d at es ab o u t  t h e d evast at io n , an d  t h e 

CDP w eb sit e. 

3. Act. Af t er  t w o  w eeks, t h e m ed ia’s at t en t io n  w ill 

sad ly h ave t u rn ed  aw ay f ro m  t h e p lace w h ere 

t h e d isast er  h as o ccur red . Sim ult an eo usly, t h e 

lo cal an d  in t ern at io n al n o n -go vern m en t  

o rgan isat io n  co m m un it y ef f o r t s w il l b e in  f u ll 

sw in g t o  sup p o r t  t h e lo n ger  t erm  n eed s o f  

t h o se af f ect ed . No w  is t h e t im e f o r  a f un d er  t o  

w isely ch o o se t o  sup p o r t  m ed ium - an d  lo n g-

t erm  reco ver y ef f o r t s.  

Besid e t h ese t h ree sim p le st ep s, so m e ad d i t io n al t ip s 

f o r  d isast er  g ivin g  are:  

 Try t o  g ive t o  o rgan isat io n s t h at  w ill b e in  t h e 

area in  t h e lo n g t erm , p ref erab ly lo cal 

o rgan isat io n s t h ro ugh  a p ar t n er sh ip  ap p ro ach  

w it h  an  in t ern at io n al aid  agen cy. 

 Co n n ect  w it h  o t h er  d o n o rs t o  creat e great er  

im p act . 

 Lo o k t o  p ast  d isast ers f o r  gu id an ce an d  lesso n s 

learn ed .  

 Sup p o r t  t h e sh ar in g o f  b est  p ract ice.  

 
FURTHER INFORMATION 

Wh en  co n sid er in g d isast er  g ivin g t h e f o llo w in g 

reso urces m ay b e usef u l: 

 Cen t er  f o r  Research  o n  Ep id em io lo g y o f  

Disast ers (CRED) is a Belg ium  b ased  o rgan isat io n  

t h at  h as b een  act ive f o r  o ver  30 year s in  t h e 

f ield s o f  in t ern at io n al d isast er  an d  co n f lict  

h ealt h  st ud ies, w it h  research  an d  t rain in g 

act ivi t ies lin kin g relief , reh ab ilit at io n  an d  

d evelo p m en t . Visit : w w w .cred .b e  

 CRED's EM-DAT d isast er  d at ab ase: w w w .em d at .b e  

 Th e CDP is a US b ased  o rgan isat io n  aim in g t o  

t ran sf o rm  d isast er  g ivin g b y p ro vid in g t im ely 

an d  t h o ugh t f u l st rat eg ies t o  in crease d o n o rs’ 

im p act  d ur in g d o m est ic an d  in t ern at io n al 

d isast ers. Visit :w w w .d isast er p h ilan t h ro p y.o rg  

 Th e Fo un d at io n  Cen t re is a US b ased  so urce f o r  

in f o rm at io n  ab o ut  p h ilan t h ro p y w o r ld w id e .  

Visit : w w w .f o un d at io n cen t er .o rg  

 Issuelab  is a ser vice o f  t h e Fo un d at io n  Cen t re, 

an d  w o rks t o  m o re ef f ect ively gat h er , in d ex, 

an d  sh are t h e co llect ive in t elligen ce o f  t h e 

so cial sect o r . Th ey p ro vid e f ree access t o  

t h o usan d s o f  case st u d ies, evalu at io n s, w h it e 

p ap ers, an d  issue b r ief s ad d ressin g so m e o f  t h e 

w o r ld 's m o st  p ressin g so cial p ro b lem s.  

Visit : w w w .issuelab .o rg  

 

 


