
 

 

 

 

If you are new to philanthropy, or if you have been giving for a while but want to review your focus, 

strategy and plan, these ten questions might help get you thinking. The questions are for your own 

reflection and you are under no obligation to share your answers with anyone.  

 

1. Wh at  p ro m p t ed  yo u t o  st ar t  p u t t in g m o n ey in t o  yo ur  p h ilan t h ro p y as o p p o sed  t o  sp en d in g it  o n  so m et h in g 

else? 

2. If  yo u h ave b een  g ivin g f o r  so m e t im e, w h at  w as t h e t h in kin g o r  reaso n in g  b eh in d  yo ur  id ea/p lan ? Wh ich  

d o n at io n s o r  o rgan isat io n s h ave g iven  yo u t h e m o st  sat isf act io n  an d  p r id e?  

3. Wh at  ear ly exp er ien ce d o  yo u t h in k w as m o st  f o rm at ive f o r  yo u? Wh o  h as b een  a b ig  in f luen ce o n  yo ur  li f e 

an d  w h y? 

4. Beyo n d  yo ur  f am ily o r  p o ssib ly b usin ess in t erest s, w h at  is im p o r t an t  t o  yo u? Are t h ere p ar t icu lar  issues t h at  

yo u are p assio n at e ab o ut , o r  is t h ere o n e t h at  yo u f in d  m o st  f rust rat in g?  

5. In  yo ur  view , w h at  is p ro m isin g o r  p o sit ive ab o ut  t h e w o r ld ?  

6. If  yo u co uld  ch an ge o n e, t w o  o r  t h ree t h in gs in  yo ur  co m m un it y, w h at  w o uld  t h ey b e? 

7. Wh at  d o  yo u t h in k yo u can  d o  t o  m ake a d if f eren ce? Are t h ere t h in gs b eyo n d  gran t m akin g an d  d o n at io n s 

t h at  yo u w o uld  like t o  d o  o r  h ave d o n e b ef o re (e.g. vo lun t eer in g)?  

8. Wh at  issues m igh t  yo u b e in t erest ed  in  exp lo r in g f u r t h er  (e.g. h um an  r igh t s, access t o  em p lo ym en t , 

ed ucat io n , en viro n m en t  et c.)?  

9. Ho w  d o  yo u w an t  t o  b e rem em b ered ? Have yo u t h o ugh t  ab o ut  w h at  kin d  o f  p erso n al legacy yo u w an t  t o  

leave? 

10. Wh o  is in vo lved  in  h elp in g yo u t h in k ab o ut  yo ur  g ivin g? Ho w  im p o r t an t  is t h eir  in p ut ? 

 
 
NEXT STEPS 

If  yo u w o uld  like, Aust ralian  Co m m un it ies Fo un d at io n  (ACF) is availab le t o  h elp  yo u exp lo re t h ese q uest io n s 

f ur t h er . We also  h elp  d o n o rs learn  ab o u t  issues an d  m eet  w it h  lead ers o f  n o t -f o r -p ro f it  o rgan isat io n s as p ar t  o f  

est ab lish in g a p lan  f o r  g ivin g. If  yo u w o uld  like t o  d iscuss f ur t h er , p lease call ACF o n  (03) 9412 0412.  

 

 


