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10 PHILANTHROPY QUESTIONS

If you are new to philanthropy, or if you have been giving for a while but want to review your focus,
strategy and plan, these ten questions might help get you thinking. The questions are for your own

reflection and you are under no obligation to share your answers with anyone.

1. What prompted you to start putting money into your philanthropy asopposed to spending it on something

else?

2. If you have been giving for some time, what wasthe thinking or reasoning behind your idea/plan? Which

donationsor organisations have given you the most satisfaction and pride?

3. What early experience do you think wasmost formative for you? Who hasbeen abig influence on your life

and why?

4. Beyond your family or possibly businessinterests, what isimportant to you? Are there particular issuesthat

you are passionate about, or isthere one that you find most frustrating?
5. In your view, what ispromising or positive about the world?
6. If you could change one, two or three thingsin your community, what would they be?

7. What do you think you can do to make adifference? Are there thingsbeyond grantmaking and donations

that you would like to do or have done before (e.g. volunteering)?

8. What issues might you be interested in exploring further (e.g. human rights, accessto employment,

education, environment etc.)?

9. How do you want to be remembered? Have you thought about what kind of personal legacy you want to

leave?

10. Who isinvolved in helping you think about your giving? How important istheir input?

NEXT STEPS

If you would like, Australian Communities Foundation (ACF) is available to help you explore these questions
further. We also help donorslearn about issuesand meet with leadersof not-for-profit organisations as part of

establishing a plan for giving. If you would like to discuss further, please call ACFon (03) 9412 0412.
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