The Abbotsford Convent precinct becomes more popular and lively everyday 7KHUHTV D
palpable buzz about the place as new life is breathed into the beautiful heritage buildings,
glorious old gardens and expansive grounds. As the long hard work of its many community
champions begins to bear fruit, the Convent looks to a vibrant, inclusive future which sits in
stark contrast to its cloistered past.

In 1863 Abbotsford became the founding Australian home of a French order of nuns known

as the Sisters of the Good Shepherd For over a century the Sisters provided a refuge for
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Convent was home to a large community of nuns and more than 1,000 charges. Closed off

from the rest of the world, they were entirely self-sufficient, with a farm, an industrial school

a laundry business a school and other entrepreneurial ventures.

7TKH &RQYHQWTV PR U bavad Elevenl hkur Yeg¢ieUWrdbm the hands of private
property developers, who were set to turn the site into exclusive apartments , once again
locking out the general public. It was only in 2004 that the site was given to the people of
Victoria by the state government, as a major new arts, cultural and education precinct, open
to all to enjoy.

Itis a vision that is steadily becoming reality 7 K H U Hefv&t dbo@ing creative community
with a U W Lsiidioy, falleries, theatres and rehearsal spaces, as well as industrial art, fine
craftsmanship and glassblowing. The U H ffWink9 new bar and a couple of cafes, special
events, festivals, markets and performances. The original heritage gardens are slowly being
returned to their former glory and half of the heritage buildings have been restored.



